[image: image1.png][7]74

TEMPLESTOWE
FLAT TRACK
RACERS




[image: image2.jpg]e

S | [ e
[Ax Bk Bk 17 200%8




[image: image3.jpg]>
<
—
a.
w
o
-
4
<
-
(2]
Z







March Edition 2002

What’s Inside:

· Prez’s report

· Race day format

· Alycat Upgrade 

· Have your say

· Upcoming Events

Website: http://drive.to/tftr
Contact details:

Andy – 0411 681 714 – andy@cookieitsallgood.com
Andrew – 0409 969 564 – andabbott@hotmail.com
Ashley - 0414600741 - abucci@net2000.com.au

Welcome to the revived newsletter. Hi, I am the new president of TFTR and here is the new committee:

  Andy Cooke         Andrew Abbott    
 Ashley Bucci       Peter McKenzie

   President           Vice president     
  Secretary            Treasurer


      0411 681 714

            0409 969 564

     0414600741                         0407803903

           andy@cookieitsallgood.com              andabbott@hotmail.com               abucci@net2000.com.au          mckfry@bigpond.net.au
Chris Putnam         Gavin Leys                      Theo Theodorou


 Webmeister       Promos/graphics    Track maintenance and drinks and snacks!

                 0416 100 360                      0428 516 868                                                 0412719873

            gputnam@bigpond.net.au              g.leys@unimelb.edu.au    

Firstly I have to give HUUUGE congratulations to Nigel who has done a fantastic job with this club over the past 3 years as president. Since the club was flailing with fewer members each meeting and no track for a while during its reconstruction, Nigel and the committee and the members have gradually brought TFTR to where it is today, a great track and facilities including power, enormous driver’s stand, canteen, computer lap scoring and up to 60 or 70 entries on race days sometimes!

Our aim is to continue what has been started and have a great time doing it.

We are always looking for improvements we can make for our hobby so in addition to our ideas and ambitions for TFTR it would be great to receive any input from club members. Suggestions about track facilities, race day schedules, big events, promotions, fund raisers etc. are most welcome. Please bring your ideas to any of the committee members at the track or call or email us.

See you at the track…

Andy Cooke.

Cover: Thanks to Luis Sola for the cover image!


Over recent meetings we have been getting around 60 to 70 entries, which is awesome!

This brings a welcome problem to hand. Due to the increased numbers of entries and hence heats per round we have been running well over the council stipulated noise curfew of 4:00pm. Yes that’s right we are only allowed to use the PA system between the hours of 10:00am to 4:00pm. This gives us six hours of race time that we must determine how best to use.

Firstly we are looking to update our Alycat race control software that will allow automated meetings to be conducted (more on that in the Alycat upgrade section). This should keep all of us on the ball, it’s tough to miss your race because you weren’t ready but I know I would make sure it doesn’t happen a second time!

Secondly we need to determine how to structure the day’s racing. Two possibilities are as follows:

Option A

Run 4 heats and 1 final

(3 or 5 rounds of heats would be optional on the day according to race entries and tardiness.)

Option B

Run 3 heats and 3 A finals with 1 final for B, C and subsequent finals

Initially we will aim for 3 minutes between heats and depending how we go we could even try 2 minutes.

This is two formats that we could try, please provide your thoughts as to how we could fit in the most racing whilst also enjoying the day. This could include things like a scrutineering table for cars AND transmitters at the end of a race and drivers straight out to marshal to avoid people milling around in the pits reliving the race action! Ideas?

The feedback so far has indicated that Option A is better as it is unfair to give drivers more races just because they are faster. Coupled with this we may try out grided starts for all races, this provides more real racing practice and more excitement.

While we all want to get as much racing as possible on race day, we do only have 6 hours to use and some people have long drives home. Also we don’t want to be running around like those chickens with no heads all day. Club days should be fun and relaxing so that everybody can compete and enjoy their racing and socialising.


Currently we are using version 6.6 of Alycat that is DOS based and very out of date. 

So the plan is to upgrade this to Alycat version 8 (latest release). This will give us the windows based version with voice and sound features and race automation. This will allow race entries to be input faster in the morning and hopefully reduce the hands-on requirement throughout the day quite considerably.

One of the big features of this is the automation functionality that will mean the race day schedule can be predefined and run with user intervention only when absolutely necessary during racing.

Coupled with this we are looking at buying a laptop computer to run Alycat and keep any other club files necessary. This will make transport and race day setup much simpler and faster.

Sample Alycat 8 screen:




We want this newsletter to include articles and for sales and photos etc that club members have contributed, so if you have something to say, or show, please email it to me or give it to me at the track.

To start this off I have included a short tech Q&A.

Question:

When do you know you have the best spring tension combo?


Answer:

The springs will determine the total amount of chassis roll you will get.
If the car is rolling a lot it will create a lot of grip due to more weight being transferred onto the outside tyres in the turn, which is good for slippery tracks. But on grippy tracks this will decrease the corner speed and slow the 'change of direction' responsiveness. At an extreme it could even make the car traction roll.

A characteristic of too hard a spring when the track has high grip is the car seems to hop or chatter across the track when cornering.

A characteristic of too hard a spring when the track does not have sufficient grip is the car will grip initially, but part way into a corner, well before the apex, the rear end will break away suddenly and substantially.

What I aim for usually is to limit the chassis roll as much as possible by using hard springs without the car chattering or the rear end breaking away unexpectedly.

To take this to the next level, torsion bars can be used to limit the chassis roll while also running slightly softer springs than would otherwise be possible, giving more steering going into a corner, more rear grip coming out of the corner and better stability and directional responsiveness.


Victorian State Titles

18th-19th May

KROMA – Keilor 

Contact: Tony Gray on 0417 362 530

The big one! The Vic Titles last year was the biggest event in Victoria after the Nationals, so this one can only shape up even bigger! The Keilor track has recently been upgraded with a new permanent drivers stand and new layouts. (Power not available yet)

Metro Masters:

TFTR - Templestowe

This event is in the planning stages at the moment and will be a two-day event, hence the final date has yet to be determined. (It is planned to be approximately mid-year).

The event will be run under modified Vortec rules: with limited classes - superstock, prostock, modified and mini. All classes are to be run on a controlled tire (to be announced at a later date well prior to the event), and modified to be unlimited winds (no 12 turn limit). 

This event is sponsored by:

Metropolitan Hobbies Box Hill and should be a lot of fun with some seriously fast racing.

Contact Aaron De Fina on 0429 870 551 for more information.

Inaugural Indoor Championships

4th – 5th May 

Melbourne Track and Hobby Centre – Hoppers Crossing

This event is designed as an opening meeting to kick of indoor on-road electric night racing at the newly developed Hoppers Crossing RC facility. 

The aim of this meeting is to have fun and bring as many new racers into the hobby as well as attracting current racers to help out the new guys and have a great day’s racing.

Saturday is reserved for practice and Sunday will be the event. Based on Vortec rules

Contact David or Michael on 9749 4977 for more information.

Off-Road Electric National Championships

28th-31st March

CORMCC - Canberra

Past Nationals in Canberra have seen some of largest off-road attendances in recent years and with these Nationals dubbed “the Reunion Nationals” it promises to be massive. Many of the old guns should be there along with the current and new racers alike.

TFTR Club days coming up:

10th March

24th March

14th April

28th April







