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February Edition 2003

What’s Inside:

· Prez’s report

· New Transponder System

· Web site

· Have your say

· Upcoming Events

Website: http://drive.to/tftr
Contact details:

Andy – 0411 681 714 – andy@cookieitsallgood.com

Andrew – 0409 969 564 – andabbott@hotmail.com
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Events Calendar

Thers are no events for this date

4 February 2003 »
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Upco Events

= 9 February

TFIR Race mesting

a5 February

Inauarsl Indocy Champienship
16 February

Insuarsl Indoes Champienship
a2

= Tharch

Velodrame Racing

Recent Events.

= 27 Janusny
" pustralia Day Holiday.

everywhere!

Casis2008

First race meeting back for the year

Casis2008

Shaping up to be ane of the biggest mestings of the year at Melbaurne
Track and Hobby's indoor facility in Hoppers Crossing,

Casis2008

Shaping up to be ane of the biggest mestings of the year at Melbaurne
Track and Hobby's indoor facility in Hoppers Crossing,

Casis2008

Get ta the track and practice!
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Welcome to the February edition of the TFTR newsletter, the first for 2003. 

Well everyone is mad keen for a new season’s racing. We have a new track layout for 2003 (as most of you have probably seen!), it should provide good passing opportunities and seems to flow quite well. Hope it makes for another good year’s racing.

The memberships are due for 2003 for everyone. The forms are available on the website and at the track. The cost remains the same at $30 for juniors and $50 for seniors. We will be reintroducing membership cards this year too, you will usually receive these the meeting after when you join up.

The new digital transponder system is currently in customs in Sydney and we will have our little paws on it soon and after subsequent testing will have it up and running. We will be glad to take further orders for personal transponders and will order them when we have more than 10 payments. The new system cost about $6,500 and we have sold the existing system for $2,000.

We will be having an AGM for 2003, most likely to be the March 23 race meeting. Correspondence will occur in due course to inform all (financial members) of the AGM including details for nominations, so have a think about it if you would like to contribute to our club and can come to at least 6 committee meetings (historically about 2 to 3 hours on a Thursday evening at the Doncaster Hotel every 6 to 8 weeks). 

All committee positions are open for election. I will be nominating again for prez but there may also be some positions vacated.

General things to remember on race days:

· Arrive and enter before 9:30am – racing to start at 10:00am

· Pick up transponder half way through the previous race to yours

· After your race: car and transmitter to pound – RETURN transponder to rack!

· Marshall at the witches hat marked with the same number as your car

See you at the track…
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AMBrc DIGITAL TRANSPONDERS

As mentioned the new transponder system is imminent! We were hoping to have it ready for the opening meet but it has been sitting at customs for quite a while and it won’t make much difference anyway!!

If you decide that you would like to buy a personal transponder after we start using the new system, you can pay (to me or Chris) $100 and we will add you to the list for the next order we make to AMB. 

New system cost 







$ 6,637

Encoder/Decoder box

Rack of 20 transponders (2X10)

Loop

Cabling

Revenue from sale of the existing system 



$ 2,000

Personal Transponders






$   100 ea

ALYCAT

The current software we are using, Alycat version 8.1.9.36, we have recently upgraded to the latest patch from the Alycat website, version 8.2.1.93. You won’t notice any difference from a racing point of view but I thought you might like to know anyway!

Here are some of the new features that the software will be capable of:

· Automatic creation of all web files for a meeting

· Computerised Speech Technology, with user selectable pitch, speed and voices 

· Drivers data can be amended whilst a race is in progress 

· Different start methods for each heat, each class, and finals 

· Meetings can be quickly setup from the database, or from a previous meeting 

· Club logo can be included in all printouts 

· Transponder colours to be used for a race are "called" by the program automatically 

· A car number can be voided, in the event of a broken transponder 

· An estimated meeting completion time 

· "Reedy Race of Champions” style races, with automatic rotation of drivers
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Chris Putnam (aka: http://drive.to/tftr ;-)

Well as you have all discovered we have been blessed with the arrival of a beautiful new bouncing baby message board on our tftr website. It is a bells and whistles version of the previous board and is feature rich.

Some new functionality includes:

· Image Library

· Member Profiles

· Newsletter subscription

· Avatars (not that people would play with these … much …… )

· And the pièce-de-résistence: ONE MILLION SMILIES!!

The board has been going crazy with hits with many of the previous topics continued with a vengeance! Please post away, pictures info and goss is great. Please remember though that it is a public forum and we get many people on there that are new to racing and many young kids which is awesome so when posting please take a moment to determine if it is appropriate and suitable. If we all follow this rule of thumb then it will continue to be a great online meeting place for us all for all things RC. (
If you have any bright ideas or possibilities for our website and message board keep them flowing in as some of the feedback has been a great help for what we have today.
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We want this newsletter to include articles, new product information, for sales and photos etc that club members have contributed, so if you have something to say, or show, please email it to me or give it to me at the track.

---oooOooo---

Seeing I have received nothing as usual you will have to put up with my choice!!!

The universe, the world, the country ……… well a few RC freaks especially including me have been waiting a long time for the new Corally touring car and it seems at first glance that it will be awesome!

Here are some of the first photos of the CORALLY ASSASSIN:




Inaugural Indoor Championships

Melbourne Track & Hobby - Hopper Crossing

I think this will be a first for Victoria – an indoor, on road asphalt race meeting – should be awesome fun (
It’s on the 15th-16th February. Make sure you don’t miss all the action!

This event is sponsored by Tamiya and will undoubtedly prove to be a big challenge, it is rumoured that there are going to be bunch of NSW pretenders coming down so everyone make a big effort and show them Vic drivers are the best!

There will be a controlled tyre for the Touring Car classes:

· TakeOff CS27s 

· Rims and inserts are open

For more details contact Melbourne Track & Hobby Centre - Ph: (03) 9749 4977

TFTR Club days coming up:

9th February

23rd February

23rd March

Other Major Events 2003:

1st February
  
– Velodrome!

– Coburg cycle velodrome

21st–23rd February
- Intern’l ISTC Race
- Bangkok, Thailand

7th–9th March

- Formula 1 GP

- Albert Park




Great job Putters!








