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TEMPLESTOWE
FLAT TRACK
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August Edition 2002

What’s Inside:

· Prez’s report

· Interclub - Round 1

· Autosalon

· Web site

· Have your say

· Upcoming Events

Website: http://drive.to/tftr
Contact details:

Andy – 0411 681 714 – andy@cookieitsallgood.com

Andrew – 0409 969 564 – andabbott@hotmail.com
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Welcome to the August edition of the TFTR newsletter. 

The interclub challenge round held at TFTR on the 30th June has been run and won.

Here is the Templestowe team that raced for us:

	Mini:

· Olivier Cleven

· Trent Jeffrey

· Lee Massey
	Pro Stock:

· Bill Thompson

· Nic Fryer

· BJ Louey

	Stock:

· Kurt Lewington

· Ken Lock

· Megan Norris
	Modified:

· Justin Vergunst

· Gavin Leys

· Hau Shum

	Super Stock:

· Nigel George

· Ron Allen

· Brent Stafford
	


I would also like to make a special mention for Alan Clayton and Michael Bradley who raced for the Boronia team to help make up numbers, and to Natalie Leys who was a great help in race control, thanks.

A big congrats goes to the Interclub round winner – Keilor. It was great racing in tricky conditions, so well done to all the competitors from Keilor, Boronia and Templestowe.

The Autosalon event has also been completed for Melbourne. There were many more people there than we had anticipated which was great to see. I hope everybody that competed had a great weekend’s racing and ‘entertainment’ for those that didn’t go…… well you missed out on some fun racing and excellent scenery……. 
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Matt Leeming, Trevor and Linda Johnstone and the other organisers/helpers should be given a big pat on the back and thankyou for making this event occur. In our hobby we rarely get the chance to race in front of such big crowds so this is the sort of thing we should embrace and be very thankful for.

See you at the track…

                                         :-P
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Contributed by: Gavin Leys

The first round of the 2002 interclub challenge was held at our TFTR club on June 30th. 

Some controversy surrounded the weeks leading up to the event as some prominent TFTR club members defected to race for other clubs. ;-)

Boronia suffered from a couple of late withdrawals and were unable to field a team for Modified (which proved costly by days end).

The day got off to a soggy start with overnight rain saturating the track. The weather for the remainder of the day was looking promising so we got underway setting up the meeting and getting straight into the racing.

The first 3 rounds were run under full WET conditions, everyone having to adapt to the slippery conditions. While most people figured out the usual Takeoff tires weren’t the hot ticket in the cold conditions, it appeared it was the Local TFTR guys who got their cars set up quickest. Taking a clean sweep of the top position in Stock, Super Stock, Pro Stock and Modified after 3 rounds. 

As every race result counted, all racers placing’s contributed to their teams overall points score. It was therefore crucial to finish each race to gather maximum points for your club.

By Midday the track was beginning to dry in patches. This was causing many headaches for the racers, as there was no longer a consistent level of grip or lack thereof! 

A compromise in car set up had to be found between the wet and dry set up.

Tire choice became even more important, as to run soft wet compound tires could cause overheating of the tire in the dry sections.

All classes were becoming very close on points towards the day’s end. I remember doing a quick tally of points after round 5, to find it was an overall tie!

The last round therefore became the decider, to find out which team came out on top!

Mini was looking to be KROMA’s strongest field. They had a firm hold on this class. Some very entertaining racing was seen from this class, with “team order’s and somewhat mandatory team hacking” being a new strategy employed.

It was beginning to look tough for TFTR to win this class with a number of regular mini racers being unable to compete. Olivier Cleven was proving to be a hitch in KROMA’s plans, taking a number of race wins and many strong points finishes. 

TFTR were doing very well in Stock, with Ken Lock and Kurt Lewington sharing many strong results, with Megan Norris in full support we were looking in good shape!

Super Stock was looking very promising early on for TFTR with Ron Allen, Nigel George and Brent Stafford hauling in some big point tallies after 3 rounds. 

The later three rounds proved to be much more difficult for the TFTR Superstock team, with the other teams taking the major points.

Pro Stock was full of mixed fortunes. B.J was awesome in the early races, sweeping 4 wins from 4 race starts but then having some misfortunes in the last 2 rounds. 

Also putting in some great performances for TFTR was Bill Thompson. 

But it was Graeme Dettmann driving for KROMA stepping up in the last three rounds with 2 wins and a second place. This class was going to be close overall!

In Modified it was Gavin Leys getting off to a good start in the first 3 rounds taking home 3 solid wins, with Hau Shum and Justin Vergunst supporting well. Things were looking good for Mod, with the major resistance for TFTR being Hired Gun Matt Griffin driving for KROMA. The latter 3 rounds proved tricky for the Mod guys, picking their lines through the patchy conditions, and trying to use their power conservatively. It was Matt Griffin stepping up in these tough conditions taking 2 race wins and a Third place. 

Once racing concluded it was off to tally the points and after the first tally, the points were close enough to warrant a re-count! 

The overall win was eventually taken by KROMA by a slender margin of 23 points, TFTR in second place and Boronia Third.

Congratulations to all that participated, and a big thankyou to all who helped out and packed up on the day.

We will look forward to the next round.
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The Autosalon show was held at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre on the weekend of the 27th-28th July. Matt Leeming had organised an RC race meeting as part of the attractions at this show and after a successful first time out at the Sydney show there was much anticipation for the Melbourne event.

We had a little corner of the exhibition centre set aside for our polished concrete track which was sugar watered multiple times over the weekend with grip drastically increasing every round on both days!

The racing started Saturday morning about 10:30 with 4 rounds of qualifying. Most people had a lot of difficulty with the slippery conditions. So the early races were not much of a spectacle for the crowd, but this quickly changed.

By the end of qualifying on Sunday and the Finals there was massive grip with “slot car” handling characteristics and a lot of great racing and thankfully spectating to be had.

There were many entries for this event and the majority of people had a great time.

Here some feedback that I have heard from the event-

Good ( 

· Crowds

· Atmosphere

· Matt, Trevor and Linda’s contribution

· Chicks

· High level of grip (eventually!)

· Plenty of ‘exhibits’ to look at

Bad (
· Headache causing noise

· Lack of pit space

· Lack of grip (initially)

· Chicks

· Parking and logistics

The 3rd round in Brisbane and the Final back in Sydney are scheduled for later this year and should also prove to be great fun event.


Chris Putnam (aka: http://drive.to/tftr ;-)

The TFTR website has grown to pretty impressive proportions these days. I would be guessing that it’s one of the most visited Australian RC websites, especially the message board component.

Just to give you an indication of the usage that it’s getting I have compiled some statistics. Read them in awe and bow down the supreme web master overlord guru……etc.

	Site usage Statistics (imagefile.net)
 
	 

	 
	Total sessions served :    
	9,467
	A user logs onto the site and goes to various pages and then logs off - this is defined as one session

	 
	Total page view hits :   
	148,124
	Every time a user clicks onto a new page is one page hit

	 
	Average page views per session :  
	16
	Total page views divided by total sessions

	 
	Average time spent per session :   
	8 minutes
	 

	Out of the total 9,467 navigation methods to the site were as follows:

	 
	Total search engine referred sessions :    
	99     (1.05%) 
	Clicked through from a search engine

	 
	Total referred session :   
	4317   (45.60%) 
	Clicked through from another site

	 
	Total blind (no referring site) sessions :   
	5051   (53.35%) 
	This means that more than 50% of users most likely have this site book marked.




We want this newsletter to include articles, new product information, for sales and photos etc that club members have contributed, so if you have something to say, or show, please email it to me or give it to me at the track.

---oooOooo---

From Team-Orion.ch:

Now from Team Orion, the leaders in battery innovation, comes a new force in Ni-MH AA rechargables. Team Orion has taken every bit of technology used in the development of world class competition cells and put it into the all new 1800 AA cell.

Unlike other rechargeable AA batteries, Team Orion’s AA 1800 rechargeables are equipped with a capacity of 1800 Mah to deliver longer, more enjoyable use between recharges.
Team Orion 1800 AA Ni-MH rechargeables are a great universal product for powering up transmitters, receivers, Walkman, and Micro cars for example. In fact any device that requires AA cells will benefit from the use of Team Orion AA 1800s.

Certain to catch the attention of any shopper, the awesome new 1800 AA rechargeables are packaged in groups of four and sold in a vibrant red and grey Team Orion blister pack.
The Team Orion AA 1800 exceeds the life of a non-rechargeable AA numerous times over and is perfectly suited for heavy users who don’t want to continue to spend a fortune on batteries.
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(Hope your not drowned in the American sales onslaught!!)

Here’s an anonymous article about charging your NiMH batteries:

Please remember that this is just someone’s view and is not presented here as a fact!
Charging your NiMH batteries

For charging NiMH's, you only want to use a linear charge on them. DO NOT use a flex or pulse charge on them! I use to use a Tekin 112C to charge the first edition Panasonic 3000's. As long as you use a Linear charge (i.e. no pulse/flex) and the peak detect is set at .02V/pack you'll be in good shape. The default peak detect/voltage threshold programmed in my Tekin was .04V/pack. That's .02V's too much for today's Sub-C NiMH's. Also I never dead short the packs and strongly recommend against doing this.

Your best bet is to get either a Novak Millenium PRO, a top-of-line Integy with adjustable peak detection adjustable down to .01V, a CE Pit Bull or a CE Turbo 30/35 charger. I'm know there are plenty of other high-end chargers out there but these a few off the top of my head. 

These new breed of R/C NiMH batteries definitely do not like to be overcharged. Also, it is a good practice to charge them at equivalent amperage to what the matcher originally matched them at.

From Team Losi:

This new “Team Losi Tread Lock Tire CA glue” works awesome on rubber tyres.





Metro Masters

TFTR - Templestowe

This event is in the final planning stages at the moment, rules are being finalised and the date will be the 7th-8th December. Pencil it in!

This event is to be sponsored by Metropolitan Hobbies Box Hill and should be a lot of fun with some seriously fast racing.

Contact Aaron Defina on 0429 870 551 for more information.

TFTR Club days coming up:

25th August

8th September

22nd September

Major Events 2002:

24th – 25th August
  – International Reedy Race          
– Jakarta, Indonesia

29th September
  – VORTEC Interclub Challenge 

– Boronia (Round 2)

5th – 6th October
  – TCS Nationals 



– Castle Hill, Sydney

19th-20th October
  – 1st Annual Electric On-Road Masters
– Ryde, Sydney 

2nd – 3rd November – AARCMCC Nationals 



– Kambah, Canberra

7th-8th December
  – Metro Masters



– TFTR, Melbourne 
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