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April Edition 2002

What’s Inside:

· Prez’s report

· Race day format

· Club Championship 

· Have your say

· Upcoming Events

Website: http://drive.to/tftr
Contact details:

Andy – 0411 681 714 – andy@cookieitsallgood.com

Andrew – 0409 969 564 – andabbott@hotmail.com


Welcome to the April edition of the TFTR newsletter. 

The new Laptop and Alycat 8 was used at the April 14th meeting. The system performed pretty well after a lot of testing (special thanks to Putters) with numerous minor issues that we will fix and improve as we use it more. We used a two minute gap between races which made sure we all got to race the 5 rounds within the time frame we have – well done everybody! It requires everybody to be ready on time and doesn’t allow for any mucking around after the race, I know I had to run a couple of times!

The club championship rules have been reverted to exactly as they were last year and will remain in this form until at least the end of this year. Sorry for the miscommunication.

We love to hear any ideas and concerns, good and bad news so we can improve the club. But please don’t present these in an aggressive and abusive manner, we are far more likely to listen and do something about it otherwise!

Some things to remember on race day:

· Move out to a marshalling point straight after you put your radio and car in the pound and remember to collect radios and cars at the end of the day!

· Be friendly and courteous to the general public, e.g. no abusing and swearing, you never know who may be wandering around.

· Please keep the track area as clean as possible, i.e. try not to make too much of a mess and pick up some rubbish around your pit area afterwards.

Thanks.

See you at the track…
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Due to the large race day entries, which is really cool, we have been trying out different race day formats over the past few meetings, so thanks to all of you who went with the flow and kept an open mind about trying these new things.

Last meeting (14th April) we conducted a quick vote at the race meeting to determine everybody’s preferred format. The results are as follows:

· For days where 4 rounds are possible: 

2 heats and 2 finals (both finals count, tie goes to qualifying)

· For days where 5 rounds are possible: 

3 heats and 2 finals (both finals count, tie goes to qualifying)

· For qualifying starts are staggered and the Finals are grided.

We will be using this format at every race meeting from now on. If in the future there is a problem we will review it then and determine what is the best resolution.

With the new Alycat software we used a two minute gap between races which made sure we all got to race the 5 rounds within the time frame we have – well done everybody! 

A special exception may be given to Mini class because it is so incredibly boring having staggered starts! We will try out grided starts for Mini from now on, this is meant to be a fun class with much close racing (and hacking!).
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These are the rules governing the TFTR Club Championship for the year 2002.

· Only TFTR members are considered for the club championship

· Points can only be claimed from the time membership is paid.

· Points will be awarded for those who make the A-final in the following classes

· Touring Car Modified

· Touring Car Pro Stock

· Touring Car Super Stock

· Touring Car Stock

· Tamiya Mini

· F1/Lemans

· The Club Championship will be run from the 1st meeting in February to the last meeting in November. All completed meetings between and including these dates are counted towards the Club Championship.

· Points will be awarded in the following manner:

· 10 points for 1st place down to 1 point for 10th place (in the A final)

· Club members will not be given extra points if a non-member finishes in a higher position. I.e. If a member finishes 2nd and a non-member finishes 1st, the member does not get rewarded with 1st position points, 2nd position points are received as that is the position on the day that the member finished in.

· 2 points are received for TQ

The drivers with the most points in each class will be declared the TFTR Club Champion for that class.  


We want this newsletter to include articles and for sales and photos etc that club members have contributed, so if you have something to say, or show, please email it to me or give it to me at the track.

Wet RC

By Aaron De Fina

With winter approaching us at a great speed, the chances of having dry days racing are reduced, and so the temptation of racing in the wet looms large. Well it is either that or don't race, and we don't like that. 

We all know that water and electric RC cars don't mix well (some more practically than others!), but there are ways of making your car more water-resistant. Note I have not used the term water proof - this is deliberate, as there is no way to make anything waterproof so you all race at your own risk, but this will reduce the risks.

1. Seal all the openings into your receiver - crystal opening, edges around where servo leads plug in, join in the case, antennas. The easiest way is using blu-tac - you can then get it off if you need to later. Silicon and shoogoo work as well but make it much harder to get off later!  Use large amounts of blu-tac rolled into sausages and then pressed around the openings. Cover all the way up to the servo wires as water can move down between the wire and the plug.  This also has the advantage of stabilising your crystal and providing some shock absorption. You can put your receiver into a rubber balloon but this makes it hard to change crystals and hard to servo tape the receiver down in the car, but is more water-resistant.

2. Seal the opening into the servo and speed controller leads with blutac again and run tape over the joints in the cases.

3. See whether your car can have an under tray fitted. (Many cars raced in England have this listed - TC3, Schumacher, HPI are ones that I know off the top of my head). This is a great option but still seal all the openings as above - better safe than sorry.

When running - avoid running through puddles. Any sign of a glitch - stop the car. There are methods of saving electronics if they get really wet - ask me at the track.

At the end of the day - dry the car out. The easiest way I do it is during the drive home I turn the car heater on medium heat, air conditioner on and put the car near the vent (usually in the passenger foot well with the air blowing onto your feet). Then when you get home pull the car apart and re-oil all the bearings, clean all hinge pins etc. Don’t forget to dry out your batteries too. But don't let them get warm - leave them out on a towel, rather than putting them away in their boxes still damp. Motors can just be sprayed with motor spray, remember to re-oil the bearings/bushings here too.

Transmitters don't like water either and rain usually runs down the antenna into the circuits.

If your radio gear or speedy stop when you are driving in the wet, and you take it back to the shop and ask for a warranty replacement - don't bother lying when you are asked if it got wet. When the importer's technician takes the equipment apart to see what went wrong they can tell if there has been water in there and they will have no sympathy. Tell the truth and people will be more willing to help.

Again this is only advice and there are no guarantees.
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Victorian State Titles

18th-19th May

KROMA – Keilor 

Contact: Tony Gray on 0417 362 530

The big one! The Vic Titles last year was the biggest event in Victoria after the Nationals, so this one can only shape up even bigger! The Keilor track has recently been upgraded with a new permanent drivers stand and revised layouts. Entry forms are now available at Hobby Shops.

Metro Masters

TFTR - Templestowe

This event is in the planning stages at the moment, rules are being finalised and the date will most likely be around September/October.

This event is sponsored by Metropolitan Hobbies Box Hill and should be a lot of fun with some seriously fast racing.

Contact Aaron Defina on 0429 870 551 for more information.

TFTR Club days coming up:

12th May

26th May

Major Events:

18th–19th May - Vic Titles







